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DIAEY OP THE HON. WILLIAM BLLEEY, OP EHODB 
ISLAND, JUNE 28-JULY 23, 1778. 

CONTEIBUTED BY MISS HENRIETTA 0. ELLERT, NEWPORT, R. I. 

Sat out from Yorktown June 28'^ 1778, for Philadelphia 
in my way to Dighton, in Company, with the Honble Hous- 
ton, Gerry, Dana, Delegates of Massachusetts Bay. Dined 
at Major Finnies about 15 miles from Yorktown, very well. 
From thence to McCall's Ferry on Susquahanna is about 9 
miles. We took this route because the road was better 
than through Lancaster, and because we expected the Inns 
on that Road, as Congress had adjourned, and were on their 
way to Philadelphia, were crowded. 

Lodged at McLaughan's, about 2J Miles from the Ferry. 
The house is very indifferent; but the housekeeping was 
very good. He is a staunch Irish true blue Presbyterian. 
There is a large Parish of that Denomination of Christians 
in this Quarter, and a very decent Meeting-house, and they 
are all warm Whigs. 

June 29ih. — From thence to "Warneck's where, we break- 
fasted is 12 miles ; — the weather was extreme hot, and we 
drank our Coffee under the shady trees near the house. 
Were very civilly treated. From Warneck's to Richie's is 
7 miles. Here we dined and were entertained very agree- 
ably. Mr. Richie's wife's sister who kept the house in the 
absence of her Sister, hath an Austrian Lip so much like 
one I had seen before. 

SOth. — From thence to Newark where we lodged at . . . 
is 13 miles. Here is good entertainment for Man and 
horses. To Wilmington is 12 miles. — Here at Brinton's 
we breakfasted and dined elegantly ; the Weather very hot. 
Sat off at 5 o'clock. From thence to Carlin's [Kerlin's] in 
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Chester, is 13 miles. Here we found good Cyder, good 
lodging and good housekeeping. To Philadelphia is 15 
miles, where I put up at my good friend's William Red- 
wood. From Derby to Schuylkill, the Fencing was de- 
stroyed and the fields lay entirely open; but as the stock 
had been removed by the owners or taken by the enemy, 
the grass was luxuriant. As I passed the Schuylkill, the 
naked Chimnies of destroyed houses on my left expressed 
in emphatick language the barbarity of the British Officers 
and Soldiery. The City however was in a much better state 
than I expected to have found it. At Chester heard the 
glorious news of the defeat of Gen' Clinton at Monmouth. 
I lodged in Philadelphia with my friend William Redwood 
and continued in Philadelphia until the 10* of July, when I 
sat out for Dighton in company with him. The glorious 
fourth of July, I celebrated in the City Tavern with Brother 
Delegates of Congress and a number of other Gentlemen, 
amounting in the whole to about 80, — the anniversary of 
Independency. The entertainment was elegant and well 
conducted. There were four Tables spread, two of them 
extended the whole length of the Room, the other two 
crossed them at right angles. At the end of the Room 
opposite the upper Table, was erected an Orchestra. At 
the head of the upper table and at the President's right 
hand stood a large baked Pudding, in the centre of which 
was planted a Staff on which was displayed a crimson Flag, 
in the midst of which was this emblematic device : An eye, 
denoting Providence, a Label in which was inscribed an 
appeal to heaven ; a man with a drawn sword in one hand, 
and in the other the Declaration of Independency, and at 
his feet a scroll inscribed " The declaratory acts." As soon 
as the Dinner began, the Musick consisting of Clarinets, 
Haut-boys, French horns, Violins and Bass Viols, opened 
and continued making proper pauses until it was finished. 
Then the Toasts followed each by a discharge of Field- 
pieces, were drank, and so the afternoon ended. In the 
evening there was a cold collation and a brilliant exhibition 
of Fireworks. The Street was crowded with People during 
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this exhibition. In the afternoon a strumpet, I suppose, 
with a head-dress in imitation of those worn by the Tory 
Ladies while the British Army held the City, was paraded 
thro' the Streets attended by a crowd of the vulgar. "What 
a strange vicissitude in human affairs! These, but a few 
years since, colonies of Britain, are now free, sovereign and 
independent States, and now celebrate the anniversary of 
their Independence in the very city where but a day or two 
before Gen' Howe exhibited his ridiculous Champhaitre ! 

July lath. — Left Philadelphia at five o'clock P.M. in com- 
pany with my worthy friend "William Redwood, and rode to 
William Rodman's at Ben-Salem, where we lodged. The 
next day dined in Trenton at William's Sign of the Green 
Tree, very well. — The weather extreme hot. Sat off for 
Princeton at 5 o'clock, passed through Maidenhead and 
arrived at Princeton in the evening, just before a violent 
thunder-gust. Lodged at Col. [Jacob] Hyer's, a little North 
of the College. The weather was very hot in the evening. 
The Gust bro't the Wind to the North and cooled the air. 
The next morning overtook Gen* Wolcott, Mr Huntington 
and a young Mr Gardner, son of Capt Gardner of Salem, 
and joined their company. Breakfasted at Somerset Court 
house very well, about 14 miles from Princeton. Dined at 
Aning's Barnet Township 13 miles ; and reached Lambert's 
about IJ miles beyond the compact part of Morristown, in 
the evening, and lodged there. The Beds were filled with 
Bugs, which fell upon me with such fury as to drive me 
from my bed. I dressed, sat at the table some time, then 
took to the floor, and so partly in bed, partly at the table, 
and partly on the floor, passed a very uncomfortable night. 
This day was cool and pleasant. 

IZth. — Breakfasted at Pacquanock at one Boramus's, on 
Tea without sugar ; but the Biscuit and butter were fine — 
between this and the forementioned town is Bentown. 
Dined at Pumpton 13 miles from Pacquanock, and lodged 
at Prammapo at one Hopper's, a private house. This day 
also was cool and pleasant. 

l^th. — Breakfasted at Squire Coe's at a place called 
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Cakeat, and fared well. This is the first Stage in Ifew 
York, from thence to King's Ferry is 8|- miles. The left 
Wing of the main Army was at the Ferry, the Center 
about 12 miles below, and the right still further off. The 
Center was to be at the Ferry this day. "We had a pleasant 
passage over in a large flat bottomed boat rowed with four 
Oars, — the ferry about 1\ miles wide, Stopped at Peeks Kill 
about 3J miles, from thence to Carman's at Crumpond is 
6| miles. Here we put up early, and had a most excellent 
Supper, and Lodging. 

Ibth. — From thence to Lockwood's, Courtland Manor, 
where we breakfasted is 12 miles. There is a better 
Tavern about a mile and a half farther on. We baited at 
Honeywell's about 2J miles from Lockwood's, not having 
been able to got any Oats, nor any Grain for our horses 
since the morning of the preceeding day. From thence I 
rode to Dibble's in Danbury, about 11 miles, where I dined. 
Mr Redwood and the other Gentlemen stopped about five 
miles short of Danbury, at a house, as I imagined to get a 
drink of milk and water : I was ahead about 50 rods at the 
bottom of a hill. They hailed me. I returned the hail and 
moved slowly on hoping they would follow ; but they chose 
to dine there it seems; and as we had bated our horses 
fully about 6 miles back, and this would make two stops in 
the distance of about 8 miles, and as I wished to reach 
Newtown at Night I advanced. 

\Qth. — From Danbury to Chandler's, Newton where we 
breakfasted is 10 miles. From thence to De Forest's where 
we dined, and were regaled with fine Cherries and Currant 
Punch, is 10 miles. De Forest is a staunch Whig and 
keeps a good House. About 2 miles on this Side Dibble's, 
in passing a causeway my companion's horse stepped off 
and plunged to his belly in a slough. In attempting to get 
out he threw his rider on the causeway, and so being light- 
ened, at a second effort he escaped; but cast in his strug- 
gles, upon his rider, who had just removed his legs, such a 
quantity of mud as bespattered him plentifully from head 
to foot. Admissi risum teneatis amid. D' Slop was not more 
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bespattered when Patriot in his circumgyrations from his 
broad hoofs almost suffocated that Son of -lEsculapius, 
From De Forest's to Beecher's in Amity, a parish of New 
Haven, is 12 miles. Here we lodged ; "W. E. in the foulest 
bed he ever saw, and the fullest of Bugs ! From Beecher's 
to New Haven is 5 miles ; here we breakfasted. 

VJth. — After breakfast I visited my worthy friend and 
quondam pastor Dr Stiles, who had lately been inaugurated 
and inducted President of Tale College. He received me 
with great satisfaction and kindness, and rode vsdth us to 
Baldwin's in Brandford, about 6 miles from New Haven, 
where we dined in company. After dinner we parted. I 
found that he and his children had still an aflection for 
Newport; but this will lessen as he and they form connec- 
tions in New Haven. I wish we may when we shall return 
to Newport, be blessed with as worthy a pastor as he was. 
Stone's in Guilford is 9 miles where we lodged. W. E. on 
the floor. Bugs in great plenty. 

18<A. — Prom thence to Killingsworth is 10 miles. Here 
we had a most excellent breakfast. The Bread, Biscuit, 
Butter, Gingerbread, Sugar, Tea, Milk, everything was 
excellent in its kind. Dudley's in Seabrook is 10 miles. 
Here we dined very well, and from thence to Champlin's in 
Lyme is 12 miles, where we lodged in clean beds, free from 
Bugs, and our horses were well entertained. 

19^A. — This house is not in high reputation, because per. 
haps it is old, and may not furnish such good Provisions as 
some taverns, but that a traveller ought to esteem the best 
house which afi:brds the best lodging and the best entertain- 
ment for horses. "We breakfasted at Dudley's, New Lon- 
don, six miles from Champlins ; crossed the river and baited 
at Belton's, about 4 miles from the ferry, and dined at Den- 
nison's just by Mystic bridge in Stonington, and near five 
miles from Belton's. "We dined very well and drank a bowl 
of punch, made of Home's acid, which is a very good sub- 
stitute for fresh Lemon or Lime juice. From thence to Mr 
Simon Rhodes's is about five miles. He was so kind as to 
invite us in and treat us with a good dish of Tea, much 
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talk and great civility : from thence to Thompson's, "West- 
erly, where we lodged, is about five miles. The Beds were 
good, the linen clean, but the bedsteads were infested with 
Bugs ; and I laid on the floor. 

20<A. — Breakfasted at Charlestown at Champlin's 8 miles 
from Thompson's. Dined at John Potter's Esq. 8 miles 
from Champlin's; from thence to George Champlin's at 
Little Rest, is about 7 miles, where I drank Tea with his 
good "Wife, (he was from home), and put up at my old 
Friends & acquaintance Judge Potter. My companion was 
so worn down with intermitting fever, and a long Journey, 
that I was obliged to leave him at Judge Hoxie's in Charles- 
town. His indisposition rendered him but a dull companion, 
and my Journey uncomfortable. His patience and perse- 
verance were indeed exemplary : but it was sometimes so 
irksome to me to walk my horse to keep him company mile 
after mile, when my wife and family, from whom I had been 
absent nine months, were in contemplation, that if I urged 
him to come on with some degree of eagerness I hope I 
shall be forgiven. 

21s/. — My mare's side was so wounded with the Journey, 
that I thought it improper to procede with her, and as I 
wanted a horse for immediate use I employed Hazard Pot- 
ter to purchase one for me and I continued at his father's. 
This afternoon I paid a visit to Mrs Marchant, my Col- 
league's wife, and returned to the Judges in the evening. 

22mi. — From thence the next day I rode to Providence 
and the next day (23rd) reached Dighton. 
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